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Waynesville Sixth Grade Center enjoyed a month of March 
Madness organized by the student group, the Roar Raisers. 
This Leader in Me team is responsible for promoting school 
spirit and building morale throughout the building. Their efforts 
definitely made a positive impact. 

 March Madness had a unique emphasis each week, with a 
different LEAD team assigned to accomplish a special mission. 
Top classes advanced to the next level of competition. The top 
four teams competed in a basketball tournament with help from 
Coach Wilson.

 During week one, Money Makers collected funds for student 
activities. The homeroom with the highest total got to duct 
tape WSGC Principal Jamie Goforth to the wall, and the next 

Sixth graders participate in ‘March Madness’
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The Waynesville JROTC Tiger Drill Team competed in 
the U.S. Army Cadet Command Drill Nationals Competition 
at Richmond, Va., with results ranging from 5th to 12 place. 

This was the largest Army Drill competition to date, with 
more than 2,500 cadets from more than 100 schools across 
the U.S. 

This competition features the best teams from more than 
1,700 programs. The final results were:

- 5th Place Armed Dual Exhibition - Ben Pollman and 
   Liam Welch
- 6th Place IDD - Audrey Steele 
- 10th Place Armed Inspection - led by Victor Peralta
- 11th Place Armed Exhibition - led by Ben Pollman
- 12th Place Overall - Armed Division
- 16th Place Armed Regulation - led by Molly Handley
- 18th Place Armed Color Guard - led by Paiton Quinones 

Tiger Drill team competes at Cadet Nationals

More photos appear on page 2



highest class duct taped Ruth Ann Justus, intern 
administrator, to the wall. The top 16 classes 
advanced in the competition. Next, Family 
Matters group collected more than 1,000 Box 
Tops during week two; the top eight classes 
advanced. For week three, the Service Sidekicks 
did a canned food drive for Good Sam’s and four 
classes were able to compete in the basketball 
tournament. The semifinal game one was 
Lindemann v. Butzler, with Butzler winning. 
Game two was Rowland v. Wilson; Rowland 
won. The championship game was Butzler v. 
Rowland. Butzler won a close game, 18-16! 
Ultimately, every class was a winner because 
they all synergized to help their community.
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The Waynesville 
JROTC Tiger Drill 
Team competed 
in the U.S. Army 
Cadet Command 
Drill Nationals 
Competition at 
Richmond, Va.

The JROTC Tiger 
Battalion hosted 
its annual ball on 
Saturday, March 23, at 
the Waynesville Career 
Center. James F. Barrett, 
Command Sergeant 
Major, U.S. Army 
Retired, 8th Military 
Police Regimental 
Command Sergeant 
Major, served as the 
keynote speaker for the 
event. 



Waynesville R-VI School District staff members 
celebrated Disability Awareness Week (April 1 - 5) and 
showed their support by wearing the following colors: 

Down Syndrome - blue and yellow
Cerebral Palsy - green
Autism - blue
ADD, ADHD and sensory processing - orange
Pompe Disease - purple 
“We have such a great district that celebrates 

diversity,” said Dr. Elizabeth Washington, director of 
special services. “The participation, enthusiasm and 
passion shown for the diversity of our students was 
outstanding.” 

Staff members celebrate Disability Awareness Week



During LEAD time at Freedom 
Elementary, Melissa Borgos’s 
kindergarten class and Renae 
Bullard’s 3rd grade class, 
partnered up for a leadership 
activity.  Students learned about 
teamwork and friendship. Bullard’s 
3rd grade students read books 
to the kindergarteners about 
friendship and teamwork. Finally, 
students paired up with their 
buddies to make a display of their 
handprints to show they are a 
team.

The Waynesville High School 
Theatre and Music Departments will 
open their dress rehearsal of “The 
1940s Radio Hour” by Walton Jones at 
4 p.m. Wednesday, April 17, for all 
district staff only at a cost of $2 per 
person. 

The information for the public is as 
follows:

Waynesville High School’s Theatre 
and Music departments and Thespian 
Troupe 1669 will present the musical at  
7 p.m. on April 18-20. 

The cost is $5 for elementary 
students; $6 for middle and high school 
students; and $7 for adults. Senior 
citizens who have our Activities Pass 
will be admitted free to this event.

Dress rehearsal 
on 17th is open 
to staff for $2 

NO SCHOOL
There will be 

 on Friday, April 
19, and Monday, 

April 22.



The Waynesville High School Interact Club joined Rotary 
during a presentation about Interact. Those attending 
included front row kneeling, Alessia Ruffin, Anihya Wilson 
and Hannah Wolfe; back row, Janice Wilson, a Rotarian 
who helps with the program, Precious Slater, Jean 
Gruetzemacher who served as the keynote speaker for the 
day, Stephanie Peace, WHS advisor to the Interact Club, 
Shannon Morrison and Wayne Strochein, Rotary Club 
president. 

Waynesville High School’s Women’s Choir performed 
during the Women’s History Month observance at Fort 
Leonard Wood on March 22. Marie-Christine Williams, the 
author of “The Dark Side of Human Nature” and survivor 
of the Rwandan Massacre, spoke during the “Visionary 
Women: Champions of Peace and Nonviolence” event.

On March 27 Waynesville High School students Abigail 
Blair, Samantha Logan, and WHS Choir Director Cydnee 
Gilmore, met with State Rep. Steve Lynch to discuss 
fine arts advocacy. The students sat in sessions to learn 
about some issues and met with Lynch to encourage state 
funding and programs for fine arts.

One of the goals for the Waynesville R-VI School District 
is to help all employees become aware of the needs of 
students through an introduction to Trauma Informed 
Schools. In most districts, administrators and teachers 
receive training, but Waynesville R-VI expanded 
the training to include secretarial staff, bus drivers, 
custodial staff and paraprofessionals. Dr. Melissa Maras 
conducted the training that is designed to help staff 
better understand how to interact with students and 
their families. 

Trauma-informed training



Soldiers from the Naval Detachment helped 
students shop and create a wish list at the 
Freedom Elementary Book Fair. 

Natosha Hulett’s 1st grade class at Freedom 
Elementary has been learning about telling 
time on analog and digital clocks. Hulett 
collaborated with the librarians to create a 
hands-on lesson in the MakerSpace Area.  
Students came to the library and learned 
how to program the Bee Bot Robots to 
go to the the correct times on their cards.  
Students learned basic coding skills to 
apply their knowledge of telling time. 



Thanks to a strong partnership with Fort Leonard Wood, Waynesville High School freshmen, sophomores and juniors 
spent half the day testing and the other half touring Fort Leonard Wood museums and learning about the history of the 
base or participating in a poverty simulation on Tuesday, April 2. Juniors took the ASVAB or ACT, sophomores took 
their pre-End of Course exam (EOC) in English, and freshmen took the pre-EOC in Algebra 1. Seniors took their senior 
trip to Six Flags. Photos by Chrystal Bohrer. 

Gretchen Bierschenk, a paraprofessional at Williams Early 
Childhood Center, has been named the Classified Employee of 
the Month. She was surprised on Friday, April 5, when Hilary 
Bales, assistant superintendent of personnel services, presented 
her with a certificate in front of Dan Deering, treasurer of 
the Waynesville R-VI Board of Education, Dr. Brian Henry, 
superintendent; and WECC Principal Molinda Mitchell. 

One of her nominators said, “Mrs. Bierschenk always has 
a positive attitude and a great work ethic. Her willingness to 

assist teachers and students is unequaled. She enjoys being 
around children and acting as a positive influence in their 
lives. Mrs. Bierschenk always puts our students first and 
finds ways to help students learn. She is flexible and ready to 
change the way she does things at a moment’s notice. Mrs. 
Bierschenk is always looking for a better way to do things. 
She encourages interaction with students and teachers. While 
she allows students to develop independence, she also knows 
how to intervene to help meet the needs of diverse students. 

Bierschenk named Classified Employee of Month


